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The 2008 campaign started with a closely contested hard fought extra
inning thriller as the Trojans hosted Wesleyan who made the trip over from
Gwinnett County. The Wolves scratched across a run in the ninth and then

hung on to escape with a 3-2 win in the initial ga  me of the year for both
clubs. The Trojans had rallied late in the game to erase a 2-0 deficit by
scoring single runs in the sixth and seventh to for ce the extra frames. The
game lived up to advance billing as a duel of aces between Michael
Palazzone of Lassiter and Vandy bound lefty Garrett Garvin of Wesleyan.
Both pitchers were outstanding and exited after thr owing six strong
innings as neither team was able to muster much off  ense. Garvin did lead
off the second with a homer to centerfield to stake the Wolves to an early
lead. Garrett May singled home Cuyler Esposito in the sixth to cut the
Wesleyan lead in half. Esposito had singled and ad  vanced to third on a
balk and wild pitch. Ray Anderson drove home pinch runner Allen Grant
with a clutch two out single in the bottom of the s eventh to force the
overtime. Anderson led the offensive attack with a double and single in
four trips. Joe Gorley, May and Esposito each had a single and were joined
by freshman second baseman Nelson Ward who picked u p his first career
hit with a third inning single. Palazzone was very strong on the mound as
he scattered four hits in six innings with nine str ikeouts. Jake Stephens
was the tough luck loser as he threw three solid in nings in relief, including
four strikeouts. A long trip to north Gwinnett Cou nty is next up Tuesday,
as the Trojans travel to Mill Creek to face the Ha  wks.



